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windows to be shut. | want the cultures of all lands to blow about my house as freely as possible; but | refuse to be
came in 20th century very much echoes the thoughts of Taittiriya upanishad or Empathy which is gaining so much

blown off my feet by any of them. | refuse to live in other people's houses as an interloper, a beggar or a slave."
momentum has been there as a concept of anubuthi in India for a long time).
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College Prep Seminar
Avani & Arnav Kashyap

On Saturday, December 16th 2017 at the William T. Cosby Public Library in Coppell, MKANT organized
its first ever College Prep Seminar presented by Mr. Rajkamal Rao. A new venture for MKANT as an
organization, it became an instant success as the vast knowledge and passion of the speaker
combined with the active audience to give a fitting end to another great year for MKANT in 2017. The
guest presenter, Mr. Rajkamal Rao has helped hundreds of students gain admission to the nation’s
most sought-after universities as well as authored a book on college selection and founded a full-
service college admission and counseling firm. The attendees of the seminar were educated on the
different aspects of college admission such as the combination of the acceptance and yield rates.

The yield rate is an integral aspect of the college admission process that is the percent of students
who choose to enroll in a particular university after having been offered admission. Mr. Rao allowed
the audience to gain an insider's look into what colleges truly look for in an applicant. The
presentation emphasized the importance of your high school academic grades in the 5 core subjects
of MSHEL (Math, Science, History, English, and Foreign Language) as well as course selection
recommending 4 years of the MSHE courses and at least 3 years of a foreign language. Advanced
courses such as AP classes and the IB program were highly encouraged to showcase the applicants’
readiness to take college level courses. Furthermore, the presentation expounded on the importance
that colleges place on standardized test scores such as the SAT and ACT.

Most importantly, it revealed that it is never too early to start thinking about college and preparing a
good high school pathway is the key to success. The seminar opened many new doors for both
parents and students and the informative and educational presentation was then followed by a Q&A
session.

It was a memorable co-incidence that Mr.Sunil Hiranniah, an active member of MKANT presented the
speaker a copy of "Hindustan Times"(a National News paper of India) which he purchased at the
Mumbai airport. And it had Mr.Rao's picture and article in front page! The article was about the
college selection tips and visa process for the Indian students planning for higher education in US.
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The first Kannada movie | watched was “Lucia” ‘By Pawan Kumar.

This movie is about a young man by name Nikki. Nikki is an insomniac who just can’t fall asleep at night.
One night, he meets a drug dealer and starts taking a drug called “Lucia” which was supposed to help him
fall asleep. After taking the drug, Nikki starts seeing lucid dreams and starts dreaming of himself as a
famous movie star, Nikhil.

As the story progresses, the audience will begin to be confused between two characters. Who is living the
reality? And who is in the dream? It is left to the audience’s ingenuity. It is for them to figure out what is
reality and what is dream.

This movie combined many elements together; comedy, mystery, romance and some thriller. | enjoyed
this movie very much because not only was it very funny, but the plot kept me guessing throughout.
Finally, message from the movie is that “Everyone wants to be someone else”. Nikki wishes to be the
famous movie star whereas the movie star wants to live a simple life like Nikki.

To be honest, | was quite confused in the middle. But by the end, when | understood it completely, | had
to say, “Ohhhhhh!” Please do watch this movie when you have chance, it is a unique experience.
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