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The Karma of Forwarding Emails

Bhagvad Gita - 19 th Chapter

Arjun : Hey Vasudev, how can | do the most heinous and unpar-
donable act of forwarding email that | receive, to my friends, rela-
tives and revered elders?

Krishna: Paarth, at this moment, none of them is your friend or
foe, relative or in-law, young or old and good or evil. You have no
escape from following your Net-Dharma. Make haste to log on
and send off the email to one and all. That is the only Karma ex-
pected of you and Dharma you must follow.

Arjun: Hey Murari! Do not implore me to do something that
pricks my conscience and stirs my soul.

Krishna: O Kunti-Putra, you are caught in the vicious circle of
Maya. In this material world, you are committed to no one except
to yourself, your Dharma and your mouse. emails have existed
for the last 25 years and will remain long after you are gone. Rise
above the Maya and perform your bounden duty.

Arjun: Lord Krishna, pray and enlighten me on how email is re-
lated to Maya.

Krishna: Vatsa, email is the 6th element in the universe — Aap,
Vaayu, Jal, Agni, Aakaash and email. It is at the same time animate
and inanimate, living and dead beat. It overloads the system and
fills up the hard disk. But it serves one great purpose. It leads peo-
ple to believe that they are filling their time in an intellectual pur-
suit by reading and re-forwarding mail. It gives them a sense of
achievement without investing their intellect and efforts. Like the

- Unknown Author

Atman that leaves one’s physical body and moves on to another,
the email moves from system to system and never gets deleted
or dies.

Arjun: Great Giridhaari, kindly tell me what the true attributes of
email are.

Krishna: Neither fire can burn it, nor air can evaporate it. Neither
can it be conquered nor can it be defeated. Email is omnipresent
and immortal like your noble and eternal soul. Unlike an arrow
shot from your bow, many a time the email forwarded by you,
will even return to you safely after some months or even years,
allowing you to re-re-forward it to the same people.

Arjun: Great Saarathi, my salutations to you. You have opened
my eyes to the cult of email. | was lost in the Maya and have been
reading all the email that | keep receiving and doing no other
Karma. Now on, | will just press the "Forward" button without
reading any of it and send it to all and sundry, friends and foes,
relatives and in-laws, young and old. That will surely bring them
to their knees in this epochal battle of Good against Evil, in the
Kurukshetra.

Krishna: Arjuna, victory or defeat is not in your hands. Do not
ponder over the fruits of your labour. Just keep forwarding email
and make one and all go bananas reading it and you will have
done your supreme duty. Tathastu.
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BZror 0TB DBF) ©IDG B3edrt B Sharma. He was a National Merit

Finalist and National AP Scholar
with Distinction at Flower Mound
High School, graduating as the
Salutatorian (rank 2 of 735) of his
class. He was also a member of
the Varsity Chamber Orchestra, an
Eagle Scout in Boy Scout Troop
256, and a member of UIL and
BPA teams. After receiving offers
from several schools, including a
prestigious research scholarship to
Cornell University, Anirudh chose
to attend the University of Texas
at Austin. He is currently studying
biomedical engineering on a full
scholarship.
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On behalf of MKANT Executive Committee and all the members of MKANT, we would like to heartily congratulate Anirudh Sharma on his achievements.

We extend our congratulations to the lucky parents Nirupama and Ravi Sharma, his brother Ankit Sharma.
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Memoirs of a 21-year-old
-Karan Arakotaram

I turned 21 on Monday.

When [ was a kid, I always daydreamed that year 21 would be
my last hurrah — my final year of college basketball before I
declared for the NBA draft. Unfortunately, 5-foot-4-inch South
Asian point guards aren’t exactly professional basketball mate-
rial.

So instead of getting ready for the draft and dreaming about
the Green Room, I’m getting ready for second-round inter-
views and dreaming of never having to set foot in UCS again.

Even though I realized a long time ago that there was no way
in hell that [ was going to be a professional athlete, turning 21
made me think about how differently I imagined my life turn-
ing out. All my dreams as kid — going pro, starring in a
“Space Jam” sequel and dating Britney Spears — have abso-
lutely zero chance of coming true.

It sucks.

I want to go back to when I was 8 years old, when every kid on
the playground thought he was going to grow up to be the next
Michael Jordan. [ want to go back and have an entire world of
possibilities open to me. I want to go back and steal some hu-
man growth hormone.

It’s dumb, but I always wonder whether things could have
turned out differently. What if [ had spent more time practicing

my jump shot and less time playing Madden? What if I hadn’t broken
my leg in third grade? What if I drank more milk? What if I had actu-
ally gotten those Air Jordans for Christmas?

After a miserable zero-point, three-turnover performance in a rec bas-

ketball game in sixth grade, I started to come to terms with my athletic
destiny (or lack thereof). I tried to rationalize it by telling myself that I
was more cut out to be a coach anyway. My dream shifted from going
pro to owning a pro team.

And now?

I realize the closest I’'m probably ever going to come to professional
sports is covering Yale football for the News. It’s kind of like figuring
out all over again that Santa Claus isn’t real.

After daydreaming about “Space Jam” some more, I realize that my
now-abandoned athletic dreams are a metaphor for growing up in
general. As I get closer and closer to graduation and the real world, it
seems like more and more doors are closing. Although I’'m incredibly
grateful for a mostly satisfactory 21 years, a huge part of me just
wants to go back to that third grade blacktop, where the sky was the
limit.

So forget being old enough to drink. I’d settle for getting my dreams
back.
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Sri. C.S. Shivaramu — (4/1/1935 - active yet peaceful life in Bangalore. He
12/19/2010) passed away on was a very social person and at

the age of 72 learnt internet tech-
nologies so he could stay con-
nected to his grandchildren who
called him “Ramu Thatha”.

19th December 2010 due to
sub-arachnoid brain
hemorrhage. He is survived by
his beloved wife Smt. Sharada
Shivaramu, two sons and their
wives and three grandchildren
(Aditya, Iksha and Inesh).

May his soul rest in peace and
may his family have the strength
and grace to get through each day.

Sri C.S.Shivaramu retd from
central govt service (BARC/
NPC) in 1993 from Mumbai and lead an
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How Are Stars Named?

-K.V. Ramaprasad, California

Have you ever tried going to a dark spot away from city lights
looking at the sky from there? You’ll be amazed at the range of
colors and brightness variations of stars in the night sky. Can you
guess the number of stars you can see in a very dark sky? Would
you think you can see millions of stars? No! At the most you can
see about six thousand stars in the sky. That means you probably
can’t see more than three thousand stars at any given time!
Strange, but true!

When you look up in a dark sky you will see stars of many different
hues - bluish white, bright white, bright red, orange, yellow and
several other colors in between. Some stars visible to naked eye
are extremely bright, while a large
number of the stars are faint. But
have you wondered if these stars
had any names?

Many of the bright stars in the sky
that you might be able to see even
from a light-polluted city sky have
proper names. In India, many of
these stars were named thousands
of years ago and the same names
are in vogue today. The names of
twenty seven asterisms (stars, or
groups of stars) starting with Ash-
wini, ending with Revathi which are
part of the twelve constellations in
the zodiac have existed since then.
By the way, many of the stars from
this list of Indian asterisms are not
very bright but they were named
because they helped ancient Indi-
ans to formulate their calendar
based on the movement of Sun and
the Moon in the background of these stars.

Apart from these, names in Indian languages are available to few
other bright stars outside the zodiac as well. The pole star, called
‘Dhruva’ is probably the most well known of such stars. The word
‘Dhruva’ in Samskrta means ‘constant’. This is a very apt name
because the position of this star in the sky never changes and
stays constant. The Pole star is a not an exceptionally bright star,
but is a notable star because of its position it occupies in the sky.
All stars in the sky appear as though they rotate around it. The
Pole star never rises or sets, nor does it show any kind of move-
ment in the sky. If you were at the North Pole, you would see the
Pole star directly overhead, and all other stars go around, never
rising or setting.

Many of the star names in English are taken from their Roman or
Greek names. A large number of star names in English come from
Arabic as well. For those stars for which there is no native Indian
name, Indian stargazers use their international (English) names.

For those stars that don’t have proper names, there is a very inter-
esting way of nomenclature. The sky is divided into 88 constella-
tions. Constellations are imaginary star patterns in the sky. Some
constellations actually resemble what they are supposed to resem-
ble, and for some constellations, you must have an extremely ec-
centric imagination to relate a constellation to the figure it is sup-
posed to mean! But that is beside the point. Any star you that you
can see, belongs to one constellation or the other. The brightest
star in a constellation is normally denoted by the Greek letter al-

BT02AVE) BIFEIS, GVH0ITE) 8383 &

The Constellation of Orion (Source: Internet)

pha, the second brightest beta, the third brightest gamma and so on.
Thus, the brightest star in the constellation of Centaur would be
called Alpha Centauri; the second brightest star in the constellation
Leo would be called Beta Leonis. In this system, the Pole star would
be called Alpha Ursa Minoris, because it is the brightest star in the
constellation of Ursa Minor. Thus almost every star that has a proper
name also has a name based on the constellation and the brightness
of the star within the constellation it belongs to.

This method of naming although very useful has given some incor-
rect names too. For example, the bright red star Betelgeuse is called
Alpha Orionis, meaning it is the brightest star in the constellation
Orion. But if you look up the sky now
to look at Orion, you will notice there is
one more star that is brighter than
Betelgeuse! That star is Rigel (or Beta
Orionis, as you might have guessed).
Betelgeuse is a variable star, meaning
its brightness varies over time. There
was a time when Betelgeuse might
have actually looked brighter to bare
eyes than Rigel, and that's when this
name must have come from and it has
stayed on.

N Using Greek letters as prefixes to stars
would only work for a handful of stars
in any constellation. When you look at
the sky with a telescope, you'd see

8 thousands of new stars, invisible to
naked eye. A new problem of naming

dl these arises. Astronomers have a very
interesting way of dealing with this
problem.

Just like the Earth is divided by imaginary lines called longitudes from
North Pole to South Pole, the sky is also divided by imaginary lines
going from the north pole of the sky to the South Pole. Just as there
is a prime meridian on Earth (0 degree longitude), there is a 0 hours
right ascension (RA) line in the sky. The line that goes through the
First point of Aries (The point in sky where the Sun would be seen on
the spring equinox) is called 0 hours RA. Any star in sky can be lo-
cated by its co-ordinates - how many hours (and/or minutes) away
from the first point of Aries and how far is it from the equator of the
sky. This is very similar to locating a place on the Earth knowing the
longitude and latitude.

Now you must be guessing how this helps in naming stars! Every star
in a constellation is given a number by the order of right ascension.
As an example, the star within the area marked for the constellation
Virgo and with the least right ascension will be labeled 1 Virginis. The
star with next higher right ascension will be 2 Virginis and so on. Here
there is no correlation between the number and the brightness of the
star.

The first few months of the year are a treat to star gazers. There are
a bunch of bright stars and constellations in the eastern sky. So what
are you waiting for? There are many resources on the Internet to help
you identify the stars and constellations. Get out and check out con-
stellations Orion, Taurus, Gemini, Auriga and Perseus shining in the
winter sky with bright stars like Sirius, Betelgeuse, Rigel, Aldebaran
and Procyon. The three stars from the belt of Orion (see figure) and
Pleiades star cluster are unmistakable from any corner on the North-
ern hemisphere. | bet you will have lots of fun star hunting!
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Upcoming Events

YUGADI—APRIL 2011
MKANT will be celebrating Yugadi in April 2011. "Members, please take this opportunity to showcase your talents".
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